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an Army veteran. He was a person of 
great compassion, and sometimes it 
was overshadowed by things that he 
was interested in. 

But I will say this, that the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) will be long remembered for all 
the things that he did in Pennsylvania 
and for his legacy and there will be a 
better transportation system in this 
great country. And that is absolutely 
essential to our economic progress. 

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to one of the finest sons of Penn-
sylvania: Chairman BUD SHUSTER. 

BUD, your commitment and vision has re-
shaped our national landscape from the local 
level to the national level. 

In 1995, when I took the oath of office and 
won a seat on the T&I Committee, you were 
beginning your 12th term as a Congressman 
and first year as Chairman of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee. Little did 
I realize that under your leadership the Com-
mittee would become the most productive 
Congress has ever seen. A large measure of 
your success can be attributed to your fair 
treatment and respect for the minority mem-
bers of the Committee. 

We as a nation are extremely lucky to have 
had you working to build the Transportation 
and Environmental infrastructure of our nation. 
Because of your efforts, I do not believe the 
American people will ever again accept inad-
equate funding for our Waterways, Railways, 
Airways, and Highways. 

Personally, I want to thank you for helping 
with many projects in my district. I am particu-
larly grateful for your visit to my district to view 
the efforts being made to complete the Mon- 
Fayette and Southern Beltway Transportation 
Projects. Once completed, this project has the 
economic potential to revive the economy for 
the hard working men and women of south-
western Pennsylvania. 

It has been an honor and pleasure to work 
with you on the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee. Although I am certain you are 
looking forward to other pursuits, you will be 
sadly missed by me personally and your col-
leagues on the Committee. 

As you plan for your future, let me assure 
you that you have a friend in FRANK MASCARA. 
I wish you the best of everything. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks about the retirement of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONSUMER ONLINE PRIVACY AND 
DISCLOSURE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to join in the remarks of my 
colleague. The gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) has been very 
fair and worked on transportation not 
only, obviously, in Pennsylvania but 
all over the country. His presence will 
be missed. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, though, to 
talk about a bill I just introduced, the 
Consumer Online Privacy and Disclo-
sure Act. 

Unprecedented numbers of American 
consumers are flocking to the Internet 
to transact business and tap the nearly 
limitless informational databases that 
are available. The explosion in Internet 
usage, however, is not without its prob-
lems. 

Unlike shopping in a mall or brows-
ing through a library where individuals 
travel anonymously through the mer-
chandise racks and library stacks, the 
Internet is becoming less and less 
anonymous. Direct marketing firms 
are now trying to identify individuals 
as they surf the Web to isolate where 
they visit and what they are viewing. 

This new data collection practice is 
most often described as Internet 
profiling. Internet profiling describes 
the practice of joining a consumer’s 
personal information with that of his 
or her Internet viewing habits. To de-
velop this detail profile, a ‘‘persistent 
cookie’’ must be attached to the con-
sumer’s cookie as they move through a 
Web site. 

A persistent cookie is a small text 
file copied for varying lengths of time 
to consumers’ computers to track their 
movements while they are online. It is 
almost like somebody following you on 
the street, Mr. Speaker; and we have 
protections against that. 

My legislation would prohibit Inter-
net Service Providers (ISP) and Web 
site operators from allowing third par-
ties to attach these persistent cookies 
to a consumer’s computer without his 
or her knowledge and consent. And 
that is the biggest purpose. If someone 
wants to give their consent, then that 
is their business. 

For example, we have these grocery 
cards all over the country that gives us 
a discount. We understand that by tak-
ing that discount that Safeway or 
Kroeger’s or someone else is actually 
seeing what we buy at the grocery 
store. We agree to that in a way. 

The legislation requires the Federal 
Trade Commission, the FTC, to pro-
mulgate rules specifying that all oper-
ators of a Web site or online service 
provide a clear and conspicuous notice 
of their privacy policy in clear, non-le-
galistic terms. 

The bill also requires a Web site or 
online service to provide consumers 
with an option to prevent the use of 
their personal information for any ac-
tivity other than the particular trans-
action. And finally, the privacy policy 
must clearly state how any informa-

tion, collected information will be 
shared or transferred to an external 
company or third party. 

While my legislation gives consumers 
more information and control over how 
they use the Internet, I have also in-
cluded a provision that will hold e- 
commerce companies to their privacy 
policies. 

With insolvency of many dot-com 
companies, oftentimes the only tan-
gible asset left to satisfy creditors is a 
consumer’s transaction and personal 
information. 

The global use of the Internet is ben-
eficial only so long as the information 
traveling through cyberspace remains 
private. Consumers will pull back from 
this burgeoning information and com-
merce tool if they believe their privacy 
is being invaded. 

While I understand there are many 
differing approaches to the use of 
Internet privacy, I believe this legisla-
tion addresses a critical component of 
Internet privacy debate; and I look for-
ward in working with this Congress, 
Mr. Speaker, also to make sure that 
our constituents have that privacy 
that they expect and also that they 
will think they have. 

f 

THE THREE R’S PROGRAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to come before 
the Chamber today to talk about what 
is the most important issue facing our 
country today and certainly in the fu-
ture, education: How can we prepare 
our children to become adults with the 
skills and the knowledge that they 
need to succeed and compete in the 
world today. It is a challenge that we 
are presently not meeting to the degree 
that we should, and it starts with K–12 
education. 

Right now we are losing too many 
students before they even make it 
through high school, too many stu-
dents who are not developing the skills 
and the learning experiences that they 
need. How can we go about fixing that 
problem? 

Well, for the most part, this is a local 
issue. This is something that States, 
school districts and local communities 
are going to be the primary drivers on 
in terms of fixing the problems, invest-
ing the resources and making the deci-
sions. And I think we should keep that 
in mind, as the United States Congress, 
that we want to make sure that we em-
power the locals to do the job that they 
are in the best position to do. 

But the Federal Government does 
have a role. There is a lot of people 
that say that the Federal Government 
does not have any business being in-
volved in K–12 education because it is a 
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